
The John Gorrie State Park Museum



St. George Island State Park  
    The Gulf of Mexico and the Apalachicola 
Bay provide the perfect setting for this 
picturesque state park located on one of 
Florida’s Gulf Coast barrier islands.  To get to 
the park, follow the signs on Highway 98 in 
Eastpoint across the bridge to the island, and 
then turn left. 
   With 1,962 acres of undeveloped beaches 
and dunes at the end of a long, narrow barrier 
island, St. George Island State Park is a 
combination of sandy coves, salt marshes, 
shady pines and oak forests. On its gulf side, 
ten miles of pristine beach are popular for 
swimming and sunbathing on the white shores.  
The shallow bay is a haven for canoeing and 
kayaking. Fishing opportunities are plentiful 
on both the gulf and bay sides.
    Recreation facilities include two boat ramps, 
hiking trails, boardwalks and observation 
platforms.  At the two main beach access areas 
there are three large picnic shelters, restrooms, 
and cold showers.  A beach concession at the 
first access area offers food, snacks, beach 
supplies, 
camping and 
fishing gear.  
The  family 
campground 
has 60 
campsites in 
a shady pine 
forest.    
    St. George Island State Park is open from 
8:00 a.m. until sundown, 365 days a year.   
Reservations for camping may be made 
through Reserve America, 1-800-326-3521.  
For more information, contact 850-927-2111.

The Orman House
   Built in 1838 by Thomas Orman, this 
antebellum home overlooks the Apalachicola 
River and was used for both business and 
social gatherings.  The wood for this two- 
story home was cut to measure near Syracuse, 
New York and shipped to Apalachicola.  It 
was then assembled on the bluff overlooking 
the broad estuary and bay of the Apalachicola 
River. Today the house still resonates with a 
genteel aura and warmth of the past. 
    Orman was a cotton merchant and 
businessman in Apalachicola from 1834 to 
1880. He helped the tiny town become one 

of the gulf 
coast’s most 
important 
cotton 
exporting 
ports during 
the mid-19th 
century. 
The two-

story house features details of both federal 
and Greek revival styles with wooden 
mantelpieces, molded plaster cornices, and 
wide heart-pine floorboards.
    The Historic Orman House is located in 
Apalachicola, off U.S. 98 at 177 5th St., in the 
downtown historical section. Follow the signs 
from the stoplight in the middle of town.
    The house is open 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and 
closed 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Thursday through 
Monday, except Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
New Year’s Day.  Tours are offered hourly, 
except at 12:00 p.m.  For more information, 
call 850-653-1209. 

Chapman Botanical Garden
    Dr. Alvan Chapman practiced medicine 
in Apalachicola from 1847 until his death 
in 1899.  He also became a world famous 
botanist, having cataloged many plant 
species in the Apalachicola area.  His most 
notable accomplishment was Flora of the 
Southern United States, a guide describing 
plant species occurring outside of the 
northeastern U.S.
    Dr. Chapman, a northern sympathizer 
from Southampton Massachusetts, married 
a southern woman from North Carolina.  
He and his wife’s political views varied 
so greatly over the Civil War she left him 
and went to live with family in Marianna 
Florida. Chapman stayed it Apalachicola 
and was given credit in aiding in the escape 
of union prisoners from confederate prisons 
in the south.  After the war he and his wife 
reunited and had a good life in Apalachicola. 
The Chapman house still stands today.  Both 
Chapman and his wife are buried in the 
Chestnut Street Cemetery located just behind 
the house.  
    The Chapman Botanical Garden is located 
across from the Historic Orman House in 
Apalachicola.  It provides a great open 

space to have a 
picnic, family 
gathering, or 
social event. 
The landscaped 
grounds and 
large front 
porch of 

the Orman house are available for special 
occasions and events. For more information 
call (850) 653-1209

John Gorrie Museum
   A young physician named John Gorrie 
arrived by steamboat in 1833, and helped lead 
Apalachicola to prominence as a port of trade 
and commerce.  He served as postmaster, city 
treasurer, town councilman, and bank director. 
His most significant work however, was in 
medicine.  To ease the suffering of his yellow 
fever patients, Gorrie invented a machine to 
cool his patients’ rooms.   He became a pioneer 
in the field of air conditioning and refrigeration 
and would later invent an ice machine, receiving 
the first U.S. Patent for mechanical refrigeration 
in 1851.  His invention laid the groundwork 

for modern 
refrigeration 
and air-
conditioning.
A replica of 
his ice-making 
machine is 
on display at 
the museum.  

The museum highlights the remarkable and 
compassionate nature of John Gorrie and 
chronicles the colorful history of Apalachicola, 
which played an important role in Florida’s 
economic development.  
The museum is located on Sixth Street in 
Apalachicola, off U.S. 98.  It is open from 9 
a.m. until 5 p.m., Thursday through Monday 
except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s 
Day.  For more information, contact the John 
Gorrie State Park Museum / P.O. Box 267 / 
Apalachicola, FL 32320.  (850) 653-9347

www.FloridaStateParks.org


